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Anthony Blunt 19, DleS’ ;|
Was Soviet Spy in Brltam :

From News Services

LONDON—Anthony Blunt 75,
Queen Elizabeth’s former art adviser
who was unmasked in 1979 as a for-
mer spy for the Soviet Union, died
at his home here yesterday. He had
d heart ailment. ’

Mr. Blunt had access to Buckmg

‘ham Palace as the surveyor of the’

queen’s pictures—or adviser on her

art collection—for 20 years before
retiring in 1972, He was named in
1979 by Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher as the so-called “fourth
man” in the Kim Philby-Guy Bur-
gess-Donald Maclean ring of highly
placed British spies who passed in-

telligence to the Soviets durmg

World War I

It was Mr. Blunt who tipped off
Burgess and Maclean in 1951 that
British security agents were closing
in to arrest them, enabling them to
escape to the Soviet Union. Since
then, speculation had grown about
the spy who must have tipped Bur-
gess and Maclean that the game was
up, and who more than a quarter of
a century later still had not been un-
masked.

“The name which the honorable
v_entleman has given me is that of
Sir Anthony Blunt,” Mrs. Thatcher |
revealed in 1979. ,

“In April 1964, Mrs. Thatcher
said, “Sir Anthony Blunt admitted
to the security authorities that he
had been recruited by and had acted
as a talent spotter for Russian intel-
ligence before the war when he was a
don at Cambridge and had passed
information regularly to theé Rus-
sians while he was a member of the
security services between 1940 and
1945.

;;“Blunt provided useful information
--about ‘Russian intelligence activities |
-and about his association with:Bur.:

o Mr.--
" began to surface publicly after the
1979 pubhcatlon of a book by An-
. drew Boyle, which did not name Mr. -
Blunt but dropped enough- clues
" about a “fourth ‘man” that members .

“He made this admission afber ;
being given an undertaking that he
would not be prosecubed if he con-
fessed”

_The prime minister said it was .
known Mr. Blunt-had held Marxist
views as a member-of a group of bril-
liant Cambridge intellectuals, known |
as the “Apostles,” but he was able to |
join the security service in 1940?be- !
cause it “had no-reason, either in
1940 or at any time during his ser- -
vice, to doubt his loyalty to his eoun-
uy”

: Not until 1964, she said, did new
informamon directly implicate him.
However, it was decided it did:wmot
provide a basis’ for prosecution”be-
cause the only evidence against him &
would have been his own confession.
Mr. Blunt then offered to trade im-
munity from prosecution for what he
knew about the Soviet spy network.

“Mr. Blunt then admitted,” said
Mrs. Thatcher, “that like his friends
Burgess, Maclean and Philby, he had
become an agent for Russian intel-
ligence, had . .".’regularly passed in-
formation to the Russians while he

| was a member of the Securxty Ser- |

vice and that, a]though after 1945 he

“was no longer in a position to supply
' the Russians with classified informa-

tion, he 'used his old contacts: with_

. Russian mtelhgence ‘to assist in-ars .
‘rangements for the defection of Bur-

gess and Maclean.” . o
In his. confessxon she wen ,Con. ,

gess, Maclean and Philby.” - -~
Blunte.-espionage . cazeer .

b

of Parliament raised the matter in -
the House of Commons.

.. elations
| . Elizabeth personally issued- orders
‘stripping -him of his title as Knight

) [
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British authorities had learned of
Mr. Blunt’s spying from -an Amer-
ican, Michael Strdight, whom e had
tried to recruit as a spy at Cam-
bridge University in the 1930s. In a
recent book Straight said that in
1963 he ‘went to the FBI and

~claimed that Mr. Blunt was a spy.

Mr. Blunt was allowed to remain

as the queen’s art adviser until his
‘retirement, and in recent years had
" lived a.quiet life in. his London

home. But after Mrs. Thatcher’s rev-
- in  Parliament, - Queen

Commander of the Royal Victorian
Order, a kmghthood he had received
for his service to the art world. He

“also had to gwe up his academiic

honors and resngn from the British
Acaderny.

" In his only interview after his past
was revealed, Mr. Blunt said that he
spied for the Soviets during World
War II as a matter of “political con- |

science,” now bitterly regretted.

“In the mid-1930s, it seemed to
me and many of my contemporaries
that the Communist Party and Rus-
sia constituted the only firm bulwark
against fascism, since the Western
_democracies were taking an uncer- °
tain and compromising attitude to- |
‘wards Germany,” he said. '

He said he later regretted his “ap-
“palling mistake” and grew to-abhor
the Soviet regime. . i

Mr.- Blunt, the -son of .a vicar, |
showed early artistic talent and was

. sketching at the age of: 4. By 14 he
. wasa buddmg art hlstoman He then
{ studied-at Cambridge University.

- He was an authority on the draw-

~"ings "of 'Nicholas ‘Poussin and on

‘French art and architecture. He was . ‘
for many years director of the Cour- |

- tauld Institute of Art in London and }
~served as Slade professor of fine art
.at Oxford.: .

. He was a homosexual and never

_“married. Survivors mclude a brother,

W:lfred
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